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movement of the pointer between the first position and the
second position and predicting future movement by the
pointer based on the determined movement. Based on the
determined movement and the predicted future movement,
the first selection region is expanded to define a second selec-
tion region.

30 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
PERFORMING OBJECT SELECTION

BACKGROUND

Over the years, digital content has gained increasing popu-
larity with consumers. With the ever-growing amount of digi-
tal content available to consumers through the Internet using
computers, smart phones, and other sources, consumers have
access to a vast amount of content. Furthermore, many
devices (e.g., smartphones) and services are readily available
that allow consumers to capture and generate digital images.

Conventional image processing software typically pro-
vides a selection tool for allowing users to select an object or
regions within objects for editing purposes. Examples of
selection tools may include a brush graphic, a circle graphic,
or arectangular graphic shown on the display. Some selection
tools offer more flexibility than others in selecting objects.
However, image content varies, and therefore, selection tech-
niques provided by image processing software may be inef-
ficient in some cases. Many times, users still need to perform
operations on a large portion of the object or region of interest
in order to define a selection region of interest.

SUMMARY

Briefly described, one embodiment, among others, is a
method for editing a digital image in an image editing device.
The method comprises obtaining a first position within a
digital image, the first position being specified by a pointer.
The method further comprises defining a first selection region
based on the first position and obtaining a second position
within the digital image, the second position being specified
by the pointer. The method further comprises determining
movement of the pointer between the first position and the
second position and predicting future movement by the
pointer based on the determined movement. Based on the
determined movement and the predicted future movement,
the first selection region is expanded to define a second selec-
tion region.

Another embodiment is a system for editing a digital
image. The system comprises an image content analyzer con-
figured to obtain a first position and a second position within
a digital image, the position being specified by a pointer. The
system further comprises a selection region generator config-
ured to define a first selection region based on the first posi-
tion and a pointer movement estimator configured to deter-
mine movement of the pointer between the first position and
the second position. The pointer movement estimator is fur-
ther configured to predict future movement by the pointer
based on the determined movement, wherein the selection
region generator facilitates selection of the object by expand-
ing the first selection region to define a second selection
region based on the determined movement and the predicted
future movement.

Another embodiment is a method for editing a digital
image in an image editing device. The method comprises
defining a pointer surrounded by a mask having a specific
shape and obtaining a first position within a digital image, the
first position being specified by the pointer. The method fur-
ther comprises defining a first selection region based on the
first position and obtaining a second position within the digi-
tal image, the second position being specified by the pointer.
The method further comprises determining movement of the
pointer between the first position and the second position and
predicting future movement by the pointer based on the deter-
mined movement. Based on the determined movement and
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the predicted future movement, a determination is made on
whether to expand the first selection region to define a second
selection region. The method further comprises expanding
the first selection region to define the second selection region
in response to a determination to expand the first selection
region.

Other systems, methods, features, and advantages of the
present disclosure will be or become apparent to one with
skill in the art upon examination of the following drawings
and detailed description. It is intended that all such additional
systems, methods, features, and advantages be included
within this description, be within the scope of the present
disclosure, and be protected by the accompanying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Many aspects of the disclosure can be better understood
with reference to the following drawings. The components in
the drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead
being placed upon clearly illustrating the principles of the
present disclosure. Moreover, in the drawings, like reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an image editing system for
facilitating the selection of an object in accordance with vari-
ous embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a detailed view of the image editing system device
of FIG. 1 in accordance with various embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a top-level flowchart illustrating examples of
functionality implemented as portions of the image editing
device of FIG. 1 for facilitating the selection of objects
according to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is an example digital image to be processed by the
image editing system of FIG. 1 in accordance with various
embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 illustrates the detection of various logical object
boundaries within a flower object by the image content ana-
lyzer of FIG. 1 in accordance with various embodiments of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 illustrates the identification of an object of interest
by the image content analyzer of FIG. 1 based on a first
position of a pointer in accordance with various embodiments
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 illustrates the definition of a first selection region by
the selection region generator in FIG. 1 within the object of
interest in accordance with various embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate movement by the pointer and the
prediction of future movement of the pointer by the pointer
movement estimator in FIG. 1 for expansion of the selection
region in accordance with various embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 10 illustrates implementation of a smaller first selec-
tion region in accordance with alternative embodiments of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 11 illustrates selection of the remainder of an object of
interest by the selection region generator of FIG. 1 in
response to a trigger condition in accordance with various
embodiments of the present disclosure.

Reference is made to FIGS. 12A and 12B, which illustrate
prediction of future movement by the pointer in accordance
with various embodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One perceived shortcoming with traditional image editing
solutions is the degree of time and complexity involved in the
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selection of objects or regions within a digital image for
editing purposes. With many applications, users must manu-
ally move a pointer such a mouse pointer to various locations
within an object of interest in order to select the object or a
region within the object for editing purposes. As one can
appreciate, this can be a time-consuming process. Some
selection methods require the user to use a pointer to manu-
ally outline an object of interest, which can be time consum-
ing.

While some more advanced selection methods include
analysis of the image content to estimate the boundary of
objects, such techniques may still require the user to input the
selection location as the content of images vary. As such,
regions or portions of a digital image which are not part of an
object of interest may inadvertently be included in the selec-
tion region due to similarities in color and other attributes of
the object. On the other hand, some portions of the object of
interest may be inadvertently omitted due to features that
differ from the remaining portion of the object.

Various embodiments are disclosed for providing users
with an efficient means for selecting objects that consider
variations between the locations of a pointer controlled by a
user. A selection region is modified or updated according to
dynamically adjusted increments, thereby allowing the user
to quickly and efficiently select objects of interest for such
editing operations as copying, pasting, etc. For example, one
embodiment is a method for editing a digital image in an
image editing device that comprises obtaining a first position
within a digital image, the first position being specified by a
pointer.

The method further comprises identifying an object corre-
sponding to the first position, defining a first selection region
based on the first position, determining movement of the
pointer relative to the first position, and predicting future
movement by the pointer based on the determined movement.
Based on the predicted future movement, the first selection
region is expanded to define a second selection region. Upon
definition of the second selection region, the user may, for
example, edit the second selection region, save the second
selection region as a mask for later editing, and/or perform
other operations on the second selection region.

A description of a system for facilitating the selection of
objections for editing purposes is now described followed by
a discussion of the operation of the components within the
system. FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an image editing system
102 in which embodiments of the image processing tech-
niques disclosed herein may be implemented. The image
editing system 102 may be embodied, for example, as a
desktop computer, computer workstation, laptop, a smart-
phone 109, a tablet, or other computing platform that includes
a display 104 and may include such input devices as a key-
board 106 and a mouse 108.

For embodiments where the image editing system 102 is
embodied as a smartphone 109 or tablet, the user may inter-
face with the image editing system 102 via a touchscreen
interface (not shown). In other embodiments, the image edit-
ing system 102 may be embodied as a video gaming console
171, which includes a video game controller 172 for receiving
user preferences. For such embodiments, the video gaming
console 171 may be connected to a television (not shown) or
other display 104.

The image editing system 102 is configured to retrieve, via
the media interface 112, digital media content 115 stored on
a storage medium 120 such as, by way of example and with-
out limitation, a compact disc (CD) or a universal serial bus
(USB) flash drive, wherein the digital media content 115 may
then be stored locally on a hard drive of the image editing
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system 102. As one of ordinary skill will appreciate, the
digital media content 115 may be encoded in any of a number
of formats including, but not limited to, JPEG (Joint Photo-
graphic Experts Group) files, TIFF (Tagged Image File For-
mat) files, PNG (Portable Network Graphics) files, GIF
(Graphics Interchange Format) files, BMP (bitmap) files or
any number of other digital formats.

As depicted in FIG. 1, the media interface 112 in the image
editing system 102 may also be configured to retrieve digital
media content 115 directly from a digital camera 107 where a
cable 111 or some other interface may be used for coupling
the digital camera 107 to the image editing system 102. The
image editing system 102 may support any one of a number of
common computer interfaces, such as, but not limited to
IEEE-1394 High Performance Serial Bus (Firewire), USB, a
serial connection, and a parallel connection.

The digital camera 107 may also be coupled to the image
editing system 102 over a wireless connection or other com-
munication path. The image editing system 102 may be
coupled to a network 118 such as, for example, the Internet,
intranets, extranets, wide area networks (WANSs), local area
networks (LANs), wired networks, wireless networks, or
other suitable networks, etc., or any combination of two or
more such networks. Through the network 118, the image
editing system 102 may receive digital media content 115
from another computing system 103. Alternatively, the image
editing system 102 may access one or more image sharing
websites 134 hosted on a server 137 via the network 118 to
retrieve digital media content 115.

The image content analyzer 114 in the image editing sys-
tem 102 is configured to analyze and identify attributes of the
media content 115 retrieved by the media interface 112 in
order to facilitate the selection of objects within the media
content 115 for editing purposes. For some embodiments, the
image content analyzer 114 obtains a first position within a
digital image, wherein the image content analyzer 114 is
further configured to identify an object corresponding to the
first position. The first position may be specified by a user, for
example, via a mouse or a touchscreen interface.

The pointer movement estimator 116 is configured to
determine variation in the position of the pointer relative to a
previous position, where the pointer movement estimator 116
is further configured to predict future movement by the
pointer based on the variation in position. Based on the pre-
dicted future movement of the pointer derived by the pointer
movement estimator 116, the selection region generator 119
facilitates selection of the object by adjusting the first selec-
tion region. The image editing system 102 may further com-
prise an image editing component 122 configured to perform
such editing operations as copying, pasting, color modifica-
tion, etc. on the final region selection.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of the image editing system
102 shown in FIG. 1. The image editing system 102 may be
embodied in any one of a wide variety of wired and/or wire-
less computing devices, such as a desktop computer, portable
computer, dedicated server computer, multiprocessor com-
puting device, smartphone 109 (FIG. 1), tablet computing
device, and so forth. As shown in FIG. 2, the image editing
system 102 comprises memory 214, a processing device 202,
a number of input/output interfaces 204, a network interface
206, a display 104, a peripheral interface 211, and mass
storage 226, wherein each of these devices are connected
across a local data bus 210.

The processing device 202 may include any custom made
orcommercially available processor, a central processing unit
(CPU) or an auxiliary processor among several processors
associated with the image editing system 102, a semiconduc-
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tor based microprocessor (in the form of a microchip), a
macroprocessor, one or more application specific integrated
circuits (ASICs), a plurality of suitably configured digital
logic gates, and other well known electrical configurations
comprising discrete elements both individually and in various
combinations to coordinate the overall operation of the com-
puting system.

The memory 214 can include any one of a combination of
volatile memory elements (e.g., random-access memory
(RAM, such as DRAM, and SRAM, etc.)) and nonvolatile
memory elements (e.g., ROM, hard drive, tape, CDROM,
etc.). The memory 214 typically comprises a native operating
system 217, one or more native applications, emulation sys-
tems, or emulated applications for any of a variety of operat-
ing systems and/or emulated hardware platforms, emulated
operating systems, etc.

The applications may include application specific software
which may comprise some or all the components (media
interface 112, image content analyzer 114, pointer movement
estimator 116, selection region generator 119, image editing
component 122) of the image editing system 102 depicted in
FIG. 2. In accordance with such embodiments, the compo-
nents are stored in memory 214 and executed by the process-
ing device 202. One of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate
that the memory 214 can, and typically will, comprise other
components which have been omitted for purposes of brevity.

Input/output interfaces 204 provide any number of inter-
faces for the input and output of data. For example, where the
image editing system 102 comprises a personal computer,
these components may interface with one or more user input
devices via the I/O interfaces 204, where the user input
devices may comprise a keyboard 106 (FIG. 1) or a mouse
108 (FIG. 1). The display 104 may comprise a computer
monitor, a plasma screen for a PC, a liquid crystal display
(LCD), a touchscreen display, or other display device.

Inthe context of this disclosure, a non-transitory computer-
readable medium stores programs for use by or in connection
with an instruction execution system, apparatus, or device.
More specific examples of a computer-readable medium may
include by way of example and without limitation: a portable
computer diskette, a random access memory (RAM), a read-
only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM, EEPROM, or Flash memory), and a por-
table compact disc read-only memory (CDROM) (optical).

With further reference to FIG. 2, network interface 206
comprises various components used to transmit and/or
receive data over a network environment. For example, the
network interface 206 may include a device that can commu-
nicate with both inputs and outputs, for instance, a modulator/
demodulator (e.g., a modem), wireless (e.g., radio frequency
(RF)) transceiver, a telephonic interface, a bridge, a router,
network card, etc.). The image editing system 102 may com-
municate with one or more computing devices via the net-
work interface 206 over the network 118 (FIG. 1). The image
editing system 102 may further comprise mass storage 226.
The peripheral interface 211 supports various interfaces
including, but not limited to IEEE-1294 High Performance
Serial Bus (Firewire), USB, a serial connection, and a parallel
connection.

Reference is made to FIG. 3, which is a flowchart 300 in
accordance with one embodiment for facilitating object
selection by analyzing movement of a pointer and dynami-
cally adjusting a selection region. It is understood that the
flowchart 300 of FIG. 3 provides merely an example of the
many different types of functional arrangements that may be
employed to implement the operation of the various compo-
nents of the image editing system 102 (FIG. 1). As an alter-
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native, the flowchart of FIG. 3 may be viewed as depicting an
example of steps of a method implemented in the image
editing system 102 according to one or more embodiments.

Beginning with block 310, a first position within a digital
image is obtained, where the first position is specified by a
pointer controlled by the user via a mouse, touchscreen inter-
face, or other pointing device. In block 320, an object corre-
sponding to the first position is identified. In accordance with
some embodiments, the object may be selected according to
a logical object boundary. For example, suppose that a user
places the pointer on one of the flower pedals within a flower
object in a digital image. In accordance with some embodi-
ments, the single flower pedal, rather than the entire flower
object, is—identified as the object of interest, thereby provid-
ing the user with finer resolution for performing image edit-
ing operations.

Inblock 330, a first selection region is defined based on the
first position within the object of interest. For some embodi-
ments, the first selection region is defined based on the rela-
tive size of the object of interest. In block 340, the movement
of'the pointer is determined relative to the first position of the
pointer. For example, a determination is made on whether the
pointer (e.g., mouse pointer) is moving to the right in a down-
ward direction or to the left in an upward direction.

In block 350, the future movement by the pointer is pre-
dicted based on the determined movement. In block 360,
based on the predicted future movement, the first selection
region is expanded to define a second selection region. Edit-
ing operations may then be performed on the second selection
region. Note, however, that operations other than editing may
also be performed on the second selection region, including
saving the second selection region as a mask for later editing.

To further illustrate the object selection techniques dis-
closed, reference is made to FIGS. 4-12, which illustrate
various aspects of object selection in accordance with various
embodiments of the present disclosure. Shown in FIG. 4 is an
example of a digital image 402, which the user wishes to edit.
As shown, the digital image 402 comprises various objects,
including a target object or object 404 of interest. As one can
appreciate, selecting objects by manually drawing an outline
around the object can be very time consuming. Even with
conventional tools that incorporate automatic object selec-
tion, the user may still need to identify the object of interest by
navigating the pointer within the object of interest and per-
forming a series of selection operations. The various embodi-
ments disclosed for object selection allow a user to quickly
and efficiently select an object 404 with fewer operations.

FIG. 5 illustrates the detection of various logical object
boundaries within a flower object by the image content ana-
lyzer 114 (FIG. 1). Suppose that the user wishes to edit the
object 502 of interest (i.e., flower object) shown in the digital
image 402 (FIG. 4). For example, suppose that the user
wishes to modify the color of one of the flower pedals. The
flower object 502 shown includes a series of smaller objects
502a-h, which include flower pedals, the flower stem, etc. The
image content analyzer 114 obtains a first position of the
pointer 504.

In example shown, the pointer 504 is placed within one of
the flower pedals 502qa, and the user performs a selection
operation (e.g., a left mouse click via a mouser pointer) to
specify the first position of the pointer. Note that the various
embodiments disclosed facilitate the selection of a region or
anobject within a digital image 402 via interaction and refine-
ment by the user utilizing the pointer 504. Note also that as the
current example is described in the context of two selections,
the various embodiments are not limited to a first and second
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selection. Rather, the user may use a plurality of selections by
the pointer 504 to define a selection region.

The first position specified by the user may serve as an
indication that the user wishes to perform a selection opera-
tion within the flower pedal 502a, as shown in FIG. 6. The
image editing system 102 facilitates this selection by allow-
ing the user to define a first selection region and then further
refining the selection region. Thus, the image editing system
102 (FIG. 1) allows the user to define a selection region within
the flower pedal 5024, thereby providing the user with finer
resolution for editing purposes. For example, user may wish
to only modify the color of half of the flower pedal 502a.

Reference is made to FIG. 7, which illustrates a first selec-
tion region 702 defined by the selection region generator 119
(FIG. 1) based on the first position of the pointer 504 within
the object 5024 of interest. As discussed above, the user may
designate the first position by performing a left mouse click or
other operation. For example, where the image editing system
102 (FIG. 1) is embodied as a smartphone 109 (FIG. 1) or
tablet, the user can specify the first position of the pointer 504
by touching a touchscreen display with a finger or stylus.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, the user may move the pointer 504
from the first position in any number of directions. Based on
the direction of movement of the pointer, the image editing
system 102 (FIG. 1) predicts future movement of the pointer
by the user in order to modity (e.g., expand) the first selection
region 702 (FIG. 7) and ultimately define a final selection
region for editing purposes.

Reference is made to FI1G. 9, which illustrates expansion of
the first selection region 702 based on movement of the
pointer 504 from the first position defined by the user. The
pointer movement estimator 116 (FIG. 1) monitors move-
ment of the pointer 504 and predicts future movement by the
pointer 504. Based on the predicted future movement, the
selection region generator 119 (FIG. 1) modifies the size of
the first selection region 702. In accordance with various
embodiments, the pointer movement estimator 116 deter-
mines a predominant direction of movement of the pointer
504. For example, as shown in FIG. 9, the pointer 504 moves
in a downward direction to the right.

Based on the updated position of the pointer 504 relative to
the first position of the pointer 504, the pointer movement
estimator 116 determines that the predominant direction of
movement by the pointer 504 is to the right (versus the down-
ward direction). Based on this determination by the pointer
movement estimator 116, the pointer movement estimator
116 predicts that the pointer 504 will continue to move to the
right. For various embodiments, the selection region genera-
tor 119 expands the first selection region 702 in the predomi-
nant direction. Note, however, that expansion of the selection
region 702 is not limited to only the predominant direction
determined by the pointer movement estimator 116. For some
embodiments, the selection region 702 may be expanded in
multiple directions, depending on the size of the first selection
region and the size of the object.

In accordance with various embodiments, the selection
region generator 119 makes a determination on whether to
expand the selection region 702 or not based on the position
of the pointer 504 and the boundary of the selection region
702. As shown in FIG. 9, for example, the selection region
generator 119 may expand the selection region 702 only when
the pointer 504 arrives at the right edge 902 of the selection
region. This type of determination is often used by conven-
tional algorithms for purposes of saving computational
resources. When the pointer 504 is still inside the selection
region 702, it is not necessary for the selection region gen-
erator 119 to compute a newly expanded region. The compu-
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tation is only required when the user expresses the intention
of expanding the region by moving the pointer to the bound-
ary of selection region. However, such a determination gen-
erally results in the user performing additional operations to
select an entire object when the object is lengthy in nature
(such as a flower pedal 5024). For some embodiments, the
selection region generator 119 may expand the selection
region 702 according to a limited range of expansion. For
such embodiments, the range of expansion is defined accord-
ing to a predetermined distance from the first position of the
pointer 504. For example, the predetermined distance may be
defined according to a predetermined number of pixels.

In order to reduce the overhead associated with user opera-
tions and in order to avoid utilizing an excessive amount of
computational resources, the selection region generator 119
may be configured to make the determination of whether to
expand the region by also processing information from the
pointer movement estimator 116. For example, a threshold
may be defined in the pointer movement estimator 116 that
corresponds to an amount of movement by the pointer 504
within a predetermined period of time. If the amount of move-
ment by the pointer 504 exceeds the threshold (i.e., where
there is a significant movement by the pointer 504), a deter-
mination may be made by the selection region generator 119
to expand the region. In such cases, the selection region
generator 119 may make a determination to expand the selec-
tion region 702 even without the pointer 504 arriving at the
boundary 902.

For some embodiments, the boundary of an adjustable
mask surrounding the pointer 504 is used to determine
whether to expand the selection region 702, wherein the
selection region 702 is expanded as the boundary of the mask
approaches or arrives at the boundary 902. In the example
shown in FIG. 9, a mask comprising a circle is shown where
the center of the mask corresponds to the location of the
pointer 504. Note that the circle is merely an example as the
mask may comprise any shape. Furthermore, in accordance
with various embodiments, the mask may be adjusted by the
user. For some embodiments, the determination of whether to
expand the selection region 702 may also be based on the
predicted future movement corresponding to a predetermined
criteria. The predetermined criteria may comprise, for
example, exceeding a threshold amount of movement by the
pointer within a predetermined period of time.

The selection region generator 119 may also be configured
to expand the selection region when a predominant direction
of movement by the pointer 504 is detected by the pointer
movement estimator 116. In such cases, the movement of the
pointer 504 tends to reflect a strong intention by the user of
expanding the selection region. Therefore, the expansion is
performed prior to the pointer 504 reaching a boundary of'the
selection region. If such an intention by the user is not
detected, the determination of whether to expand the region
may still be made based on conventional algorithms to save
the computational resources.

For some embodiments, expansion of the selection region
702 is performed according to an incremental amount, where
the incremental amount is defined as a function of the move-
ment by the pointer 504. For some embodiments, the incre-
mental amount may also be defined as a function of the rate of
traversal of the pointer 504 as well as the direction of tra-
versal. For example, faster movement of the pointer 504 by
the user may result in expansion of the selection region 702 by
a larger incremental amount in the direction of movement,
whereas slower movement of the pointer 504 may results in
expansion by a smaller incremental amount. In this regard,
the image editing system 102 (FIG. 1) attempts to predict the
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user’s intention during the selection process. Furthermore,
for some embodiments, the selection region 702 may increase
by a relatively smaller amount in the directions other than the
direction of movement by the pointer 504.

Note also that the first selection region 702 is not limited to
the example shown in FIG. 7. For example, FIG. 10 illustrates
afirst selection region 1002 defined based on the first position
of the pointer 504 within the object 502a where the first
selection region 1002 covers a smaller portion of the object
502aq than the first selection region 702 shown in FIG. 7. The
smaller first selection region 1002 provides the user finer
resolution in selection a region of interest within the object
502a. However, more operations may be needed in order to
select the entire object 502q. In this regard, a larger first
selection region 702 may {facilitate faster selection of the
entire object 502q of interest.

Reference is made to FIG. 11, which illustrates another
aspect of various embodiments where the remainder of the
object 5024 is automatically selected. For some embodi-
ments, the selection region generator 119 (FIG. 1) may be
configured to simply select the remainder of the object 502a
upon a certain number of expansions of the first selection
region 702. In the illustration shown, the pointer movement
estimator 116 (FIG. 1) predicts, based on past locations of the
pointer 504, that the user intends to select the entire object
502a. Based on the trend in pointer 504 locations, the pointer
movement estimator 116 differentiates between focused
movement of the pointer 504 and random motion by the
pointer 504.

Based on a predetermined number of expansions, the selec-
tion region generator 119 may determine that there is a high
probability that the user intends to simply select the entire
object 5024 rather than a region within the object 5024. For
some embodiments, the selection region generator 119 may
assign a probability value upon each expansion operation of
the selection region 702. Upon reaching a threshold probabil-
ity, the selection region generator 119 may define a final
selection region that encompasses the entire object 502a. In
accordance with some embodiments, the selection region
generator 119 defines a final selection region that encom-
passes the entire object 502q if the majority ofthe object 5024
is covered by the current selection region 702. In this regard,
the user avoids having to navigate the pointer 504 across the
entire object 502a in order to select the object 5024. At the
same time, the image editing system 102 (FI1G. 1) provides the
user with the flexibility of selecting only a portion of the
object 502a for editing purposes.

Reference is made to FIGS. 12A and 12B, which illustrate
prediction of future movement by the pointer in accordance
with various embodiments. For some embodiments, the
future movement of the pointer may be predicted based ana-
lyzing the movement between a first position and a second
position. To increase the accuracy of the predicted movement,
however, a history of positions of the pointer (i.e., those prior
to the first position) may be analyzed as well, as illustrated in
FIG. 12A. For some implementations, when a user moves the
pointer, the positions of the pointers are recorded as a
sequence as the predicted movement of the pointer tends to be
more stable and robust when a larger sample size is analyzed.

Vectors representing movement by the pointer between the
various points are derived. The average and standard devia-
tion of the vectors are also calculated. If the standard devia-
tion is relatively small when compared to the averaged vector,
the averaged vector is likely a strong prediction of the future
movement. If the standard deviation is large, however, this
may serve as an indication that the pointer is moving in an
inconsistent manner, thereby making it more difficult to pre-
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dict future movement, as illustrated in FIG. 12B. For such
scenarios, the future movement of the pointer may be defined
as an unstable direction and is therefore not taken into account
when determining whether to expand the selection region.
Instead, expansion of the selection region may be based only
on the movement between the first and second positions.

Note that for some embodiments, the image content may
also be taken into consideration when expanding the selection
region based on predicted future movement of the pointer. For
example, the color intensities may be analyzed in predicting
future movement. Consider, for example, an image depicting
a white flower against a dark background. Suppose, for pur-
poses of illustration, that movement by the pointer has been
localized within the white flower region. For some embodi-
ments, when the user moves the pointer along the path, a
determination is made that the pointer is moving in a consis-
tent, rightward direction. Hence, a rightward, future move-
ment is predicted.

Suppose, however, that the final location of the pointer is
very close to the boundary of the flower (i.e., near an edge).
Expanding the selection region would result in the selection
region encompassing regions outside the white flower. In
accordance with some embodiments, this is avoided by deter-
mining if the predicted future movement involves crossing a
strong edge as a strong edge may correspond to the object
boundary. Ifthe predicted future movement involves crossing
a strong edge, the selection region may still be expanded, but
in smaller increments. This is based on the general assump-
tion that the user wishes to select a single object.

It should be emphasized that the above-described embodi-
ments of the present disclosure are merely possible examples
of implementations set forth for a clear understanding of the
principles of the disclosure. Many variations and modifica-
tions may be made to the above-described embodiment(s)
without departing substantially from the spirit and principles
of the disclosure. All such modifications and variations are
intended to be included herein within the scope of this dis-
closure and protected by the following claims.

At least the following is claimed:

1. A method for editing a digital image in an image editing
device, comprising:

obtaining a first position within an object of interest in the

digital image, the first position being specified by a
pointer;

defining a first selection region based on the first position,

the first selection region corresponding to at least a por-
tion of the object of interest;

obtaining a second position within the digital image, the

second position being specified by the pointer;
determining movement of the pointer between the first
position and the second position;

predicting future movement by the pointer based on a

determined movement; and

based on the determined movement and a predicted future

movement, expanding the first selection region to define
a second selection region.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein determining movement
of the pointer comprises:

in response to movement of the pointer, determining a

predominant direction of movement by the pointer.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the predominant direc-
tion is categorized as one of: an upward direction, a down-
ward direction, a right direction, and a left direction.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the predicted future
movement of the pointer corresponds to the determined pre-
dominant direction.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein expanding the first
selection region based on the predicted future movement
comprises expanding the first selection region according to an
incremental amount.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the incremental amount
is dynamically adjusted according to the predicted future
movement by the pointer.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the incremental amount
is dynamically adjusted according to a rate of traversal of the
pointer.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein expanding the first
selection region is performed according to a limited range of
expansion, and wherein the range of expansion is defined
according to a predetermined distance from the first position
of the pointer.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the limited range of
expansion is adjustable by relatively larger increments in a
direction of the predicted movement.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the limited range of
expansion is adjustable by relatively smaller increments in
directions other than a direction of the predicted movement.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the second selection
region is defined such that a region within the digital image
has higher probability of being located within the second
selection region responsive to the pointer moving according
to the predicted future movement.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein predicting future
movement by the pointer based on the determined movement
comprises:

calculating at least one vector corresponding to at least one
position obtained prior to the first position and a vector
corresponding to transition from the first position to the
second position;

determining an average of all the vectors;

determining a standard deviation; and

predicting the future movement based on the average of
vectors and the standard deviation.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein expanding the first
selection region to define the second selection region based
on the determined movement and the predicted future move-
ment, comprises:

determining whether the predicted future movement cor-
responds to movement of the pointer across an edge; and

based on the determination, adjusting an increment amount
for expanding the first selection region to define the
second selection region.

14. A system for editing a digital image, comprising:

an image content analyzer configured to obtain a first posi-
tion and a second position within the digital image, the
positions being specified by a pointer;

a selection region generator configured to define a first
selection region based on the first position, the first
selection region corresponding to at least a portion of an
object of interest; and

a pointer movement estimator configured to determine
movement of the pointer between the first position and
the second position, wherein the pointer movement esti-
mator is further configured to predict future movement
by the pointer based on a determined movement,
wherein the selection region generator facilitates selec-
tion of the object by expanding the first selection region
to define a second selection region based on the deter-
mined movement and the predicted future movement.

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising an image
editing component configured to edit the digital image
according to the selection region.
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16. The system of claim 14, wherein the pointer movement
estimator determines a predominant direction of movement
by the pointer in response to movement of the pointer.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the predominant
direction is categorized as one of: an upward direction, a
downward direction, a right direction, and a left direction.

18. The system of claim 14, wherein the selection region
generator adjusts the first selection region based on the pre-
dicted future movement by expanding the first selection
region according to an incremental amount.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the incremental
amount is dynamically adjusted according to the predicted
future movement by the pointer.

20. The system of claim 14, wherein expanding the first
selection region is performed according to a limited range of
expansion, and wherein the range of expansion is defined
according to a predetermined distance from the position of
the pointer.

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the limited range of
expansion is adjustable by relatively larger increments in a
direction of the predicted movement.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the limited range of
expansion is adjustable by relatively smaller increments in
directions other than a direction of the predicted movement.

23. The system of claim 14, wherein the selection region is
modified such that a region within the digital image has
higher probability of being located within the modified selec-
tion region responsive to the pointer moving according to the
predicted future movement.

24. The system of claim 14, wherein the pointer movement
estimator predicts future movement by the pointer based on
the determined movement by calculating at least one vector
corresponding to at least one position obtained prior to the
first position and a vector corresponding to transition from the
first position to the second position; determining an average
of all the vectors; determining a standard deviation; and pre-
dicting the future movement based on the average of vectors
and the standard deviation.

25. The system of claim 14, wherein the selection region
generator expands the first selection region to define the sec-
ond selection region based on the determined movement and
the predicted future movement by determining whether the
predicted future movement corresponds to movement of the
pointer across an edge;

and based on the determination, adjusting an increment

amount for expanding the first selection region to define
the second selection region.

26. A method for editing a digital image in an image editing
device, comprising:

defining a pointer surrounded by a mask having a specific

shape;

obtaining a first position within an object of interest in the

digital image, the first position being specified by the
pointer;

defining a first selection region based on the first position,

the first selection region corresponding to at least a por-
tion of the object of interest;

obtaining a second position within the digital image, the

second position being specified by the pointer;
determining movement of the pointer between the first
position and the second position;

predicting future movement by the pointer based on a

determined movement; and

based on the determined movement and a predicted future

movement, determining whether to expand the first
selection region to define a second selection region; and
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responsive to a determination to expand the first selection
region, expanding the first selection region to define the
second selection region.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein a shape of the mask is
adjustable by a user.

28. The method of claim 26, wherein determining whether
to expand the first selection region to define the second selec-
tion region is based on at least one of:

the mask surrounding the pointer reaching a boundary of

the first selection region; and

the predicted future movement corresponding to a prede-

termined criteria.

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the predetermined
criteria comprises exceeding a threshold amount of move-
ment by the pointer within a predetermined period of time.

30. The method of claim 26, wherein the pointer is con-
trolled by one of:

a mouse and a touchscreen interface.

#* #* #* #* #*
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